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Conserving Knight Pond Forever:

St. Clair Preserve

The Nature Conservancy Transfers Ownership to Coastal Mountains Land Trust

H

aving the opportunity to permanently
conserve the entirety of an undeveloped pond is rare. In our area of Maine,
as in many, waterfront property near lakes,
ponds, or streams is often some of the most
sought after real estate.
This September, as a result of the transfer
of the St. Clair Preserve from The Nature
Conservancy, our Land Trust has been given
the opportunity to participate in ensuring that
Northport’s Knight Pond will remained
undeveloped forever. Consisting of the
majority of the shoreline on both the
northeastern and southwestern sides of
Knight Pond, the Preserve’s 305 acres include
significant lakeside wetlands, a cedar bog, and
extensive spruce-fir forests as well as land
extending up the slopes of nearby Ducktrap
Mountain.
Following the transfer of the Fernald’s
Neck and Simonton Quarry Preserves to our
Land Trust, this transaction is the third in a
series of transfers made by The Nature
Conservancy to Coastal Mountains Land
Trust. The two organizations share a long
history of collaboration and have worked
together on numerous land protection
projects through the years. Based upon this
relationship and our status as a strong local
land trust with a solid stewardship program,
The Nature Conservancy determined that we
would be ideal long-term stewards for this
Preserve. Along with the preserve, the
Conservancy also generously transferred

funds to ensure the Land Trust can meet
future stewardship needs.
The St. Clair Preserve was established in
1962, when the original 252 acres of the
Preserve, located on the northeast side of the
pond, were donated by Cary Bok. Mr. Bok
apparently named the Preserve after the
caretaker of the property, Eugene St. Clair.
Subsequently, a second 53-acre tract of land on
the southwestern shore of Knight Pond was
added to the Preserve through a donation made
by the founders of the Ducktrap Wildlife
Preserve Inc., Hans and Brigitta Gautschi.
In addition to protecting the shoreline of
Knight Pond, the St. Clair Preserve is
ecologically significant for a number of other
important reasons. First and foremost, the
Preserve sits in the midst of a large area of
undeveloped land and is surrounded by other
significant conserved lands including Camden
Hills State Park, the Ducktrap Wildlife
Preserve, and easements held by Coastal
Mountains Land Trust. Based upon the results
of the Land Trust’s 2001 GIS-based
conservation planning process, the area of
land around Knight Pond scored as one of the
highest areas of conservation value in our
service region.
The reason why this area of Northport has
such high conservation value is threefold. In
addition to being in the midst of a large
undeveloped area of land, it is also host to a
number of rare or unusual species and natural
community types. Immediately adjacent to the

St. Clair Preserve is the northernmost example
of the Atlantic White Cedar Bog habitat in the
United States. Atlantic white cedar,
Chamaecyparis thyoides, was a common species
through the northeastern United States whose
habitat has been severely restricted by logging,
agriculture and development. Additionally, the
New England bluet, Enallagma laterale, a
damselfly listed as a species of greatest concern
in Maine’s Wildlife Action Plan, has also been
found on Knight Pond utilizing the bog
habitats on the margins of the pond for egg
laying and larval habitat.
Our Land Trust is honored to take charge
of the stewardship of this ecologically
significant land. In the coming months, our
stewardship staff will be working to acquaint
themselves with the geography and ecology of
the property and will begin drafting a
long-term management plan outlining our
stewardship of the property.
In the meantime, if you would like to
introduce yourself to the property, the best
way is actually by a canoe or kayak launched
from the Town of Northport’s boat ramp
located at the southern end of Knight Pond at
the end of Knight’s Pond Road. Additionally,
we invite you to consider joining our staff for
a new Preserve Opening that we look forward
to hosting at the St. Clair Preserve on
Saturday, October 24 at 10:00 am. If you are
interested in joining us, please RSVP to our
office at info@coastalmountains.org or by
calling 236-7091.

Skip Pendleton, third
generation Belfast
resident, can be
found dancing in the
streets during Belfast
Summer nights and
leading a work crew
every Wednesday
on many trails
throughout all seasons
for the Land Trust. A
volunteer for nearly
30 years, Skip at 82 is a model volunteer,
mentor and is the first one to climb a tree to
set a pulley system when given half a chance.
Awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award
at the 2015 Annual Meeting, Skip was caught
unaware as over 100 of his friends and
neighbors gathered to see him honored for
continuous and dedicated service by both
the Land Trust and Belfast Bay Watershed
Coalition. Asked why he stays so involved –
working every week with our Stewardship
Managers on one of the trail crews – he
says he “simply enjoys working outdoors.”
He also believes that having good trails
might encourage other people to be more
active. As someone who has not owned a
television set for over 30 years, he is a role
model for ageless living. Fit, vigorous and
quick to laugh, Skip is a beloved volunteer
and a tireless community supporter. He has
served on the Land Trust Board, the local
school board (has five children and seven
grandchildren), was a scout leader, helped
with the Ducktrap Coalition and now the
Belfast Bay Watershed Coalition as well as
the Appalachian Trail and the Camden Snow
Bowl. He was a cyclist for many years before
lung cancer slowed him down and was also
an avid sailor. He worked his entire career
with Central Maine Power, and married
his high school sweetheart, Jo. They are
celebrating 63 years together.
Funds were donated in Skip’s honor to
establish a bench to be installed next spring
at the Head of Tide Preserve. Thank you, Skip.
We so appreciate your dedicated service to
the land and to the community.
If you want to join Skip on any of our
volunteer stewardship work crews, call the
office and speak with Alden Mead or Jackie
Stratton at 236-7091. Training sessions are
offered periodically. Enthusiasm counts for
more than experience!
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A Note from the Executive Director

Pennies for the Passy!
Rail Trail Campaign Nears $400,000 Goal

Ian Stewart and Scott Dickerson share a moment
at Beech Nut this summer.

N

ext year, our Land Trust will celebrate 30 years of
working to permanently conserve the natural and
human communities of western Penobscot Bay. Over
these past three decades, many supporters, like you, have
helped this organization grow, learn, and prosper in its role of
conserving land and protecting the character of our
communities.
This summer, I was deeply honored to become the Land
Trust’s third Executive Director because I am so keenly aware
of the enormous contributions made by those who have come
before me, and upon whose shoulders I now stand. Having
overseen the Land Trust’s stewardship program for nearly 13
years, I, perhaps as much as anyone, am closely familiar with
the history of the tremendous collaborative effort between
landowners, Board members, towns, volunteer land stewards,
staff, funders, and partner organizations (to name just a few)
that has been required to achieve the successes of this
organization for the benefit of our communities. We have
protected over 10,000 acres of land providing a future for
wildlife, working farms, forests, trails and public access,
wetlands, and ponds in our communities.
Looking ahead, I am determined that we will continue to
build and sustain the community effort necessary to make
this work possible. Today, working in 15 towns, we have more
new opportunities to conserve land, steward important
natural resources and engage people in nature, than at any
other time in the history of the organization. On an almost
daily basis, our office is presented with an idea or suggestion
to help preserve important community assets, such as land
around a sensitive heron rookery, access to a favorite local
swimming hole, or a rare natural community type near the
summit of a nearby mountain. And while we certainly can’t
do everything, we can be ambitious and strive to surpass
expectations as long as we engage our community in the
effort.
And this isn’t hard or new. Protecting land and providing
public access to it is an extremely popular idea. People live in,
move to and visit Maine because of the tremendous sense of
place found here. Our towns and our daily lives are defined by
the woods around us, the mountains above us and the
streams that run through us. All we have to do is continue to
make the connections between people’s lives and the work we
do. And there are many. For me, conserving land is about
conserving ourselves - conserving where we walk, what we
eat, where we play, where we hunt, where we explore, where
we reflect and renew ourselves.
I hope you will stay involved and engaged as we move
ahead, together. Many thanks,
Ian Stewart
Executive Director

A

committee of dedicated volunteers has been working
for two years to raise $400,000 and awareness about
the conversion of the Passy rail corridor to a multi-use,
all-season trail. The final stage of the now public campaign is
called “Pennies for Passy” and all donors are encouraged to
bring their gifts – including full penny jars! – to any Bangor
Savings Bank branch and simply say – “Pennies for Passy”.
The gift will go directly to the campaign fund. Every gift
matters and we want everyone to support this community
asset. The city is working hard to complete the trail with
stone dust later this fall or early in the spring.

s the end of the year and holiday season approaches,
please consider purchasing a gift membership for your
loved ones this year. We will provide a small gift for
the stocking, but the real present is in ensuring that our work
continues and the trails and open spaces are available for
exploring, hiking and enjoying for years to come! Bonus:
members are able to pre-order blueberries next spring!
• $50 membership comes with a set of Beech Hill notecards
• $100 membership includes a cotton embroidered cap
• $250 membership includes a Beech Hill poster and
organic blueberry soap
Please stop by our office at 101 Mt. Battie Street in
Camden or call (207) 236-7091. We are also happy to send the
gift directly and will include shipping costs if that is required
and requested.

Planning for Your
Family While Investing
in the Land
Thanks for the leadership and generosity
of Doug Sensenig and his family

M

aking a decision to establish a gift in your will
is a thoughtful and forward-thinking activity.
Demonstrating your charitable commitment to land
conservation through one of the many planned giving tools
(bequest, annuity, remainder trust) allows you to involve
family in your philanthropy goals. Being a role model in
generosity is important for each generation.
Doug Sensenig and his family are a perfect example
of such generational generosity. Doug recently left Maine
for Hawaii and as we said bon voyage, we reflected on his
family’s connection to the Land Trust through the generations.
Doug’s recent term as pur Executive Director capped a
long and varied engagement with the Land Trust that began
with drafting one of our first conservation easements in
1988, and extended through being a member of the Board,
Board President, Conservation Partner and member of the
Summit Circle.
“I come from a family dedicated to conservation for
several generations,” Doug explained. “My grandfather, John
Craig Janney, was an early member of the Brandywine Valley
Association in Pennsylvania, in the 1940’s. His brother Joe
was one of the neighbors on Megunticook Lake who helped
protect what is now the Land Trust’s Fernald’s Neck Preserve in
the late 1960’s.”
Doug’s mother, Elinor Janney Thurlow, was an early Board
member of Camden-Rockport Land Trust, which became
Coastal Mountains Land Trust. She encouraged expanding
the Land Trust’s service area through her own donation of an
easement in Lincolnville.
In 2003, Doug and his family established a Charitable
Remainder Trust (CRT). He wanted to make a meaningful,
long-term commitment to conservation. This type of trust
provides for a specified distribution, at least annually, to the
donor, for a period of time, with a remainder paid to the Land
Trust.
We appreciate all Doug and his family have done for
conservation and the Land Trust, and wish them all the best in
their new home in Hawaii!
For more information about planned giving to the Coastal
Mountains Land Trust, please contact Kathy Young,
Development Director, at 236-7091.

Memorial & Honor Gifts
June 1, 2015 - September 21, 2015

In memory of Mary Frenning: James Kossuth and Ann
Frenning Kossuth; In memory of William G. Gribbel:
Carol B. Logan & Family; In memory of Maegan E.
Spindler: Susan and Gregg Spindler; In honor of her
sister’s wedding: Pamela Kinney and Scott Baldwin; In
honor of Richard Armstrong & Dorsey Waxter: Thomas
Shapiro & Madeleine Grynsztejn; In honor of Galen
Todd: Orrin Todd

2014-15 FISCAL YEAR ANNUAL REPORT
Financial Report
The Coastal Mountains Land Trust maintained its strong financial
position during the most recent fiscal year: 77% of our expenditures
was program delivery, 11% went to management costs, and 12%
for fundraising.
The following summary is derived from our annual audit. IRS
Form 990 is available on our website (coastalmountains.org, under
the Key Documents tab) or at the Land Trust office.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
SUPPORT & REVENUE:

FY2013-14

FY2014-15

Change

$681,822.00

$701,385.00

$19,563.009

$17,974.00

$9,001.00

-$8,973.00

$135.00

$2,425.00

$2,290.00

$25,365.00

$28,044.00

$2,679.00

$148,503.00

$224,275.00

$75,772.00

$5,729.00

$3,752.00

-$1,977.00

Investment Income

$52,910.00

$53,448.00

$538.00

Contributions of Property

$65,979.00

$1,712.00

-$64,267.00

In-Kind Contributions

$15,013.00

$18,563.00

$3,550.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$1,013,430.00

$1,042,605.00

$29,175.00

Land Acquisition

$136,109.00

$132,588.00

-$3,521.00

Impairment Reductions

$208,050.00

$391,115.00

$183,065.00

Contributions and Support
Special Events
Product Sales
Beech Hill Farm Income
Grants and Contracts
Miscellaneous Income

Zwartjes Award:
Celebrating the Gulezians’
Commitment to Volunteerism

E

ach year we recognize an outstanding volunteer for extraordinary and sustained service to the Land Trust.
This year’s William J. Zwartjes Award recipients are Greta and Gary Gulezian of Lincolnville. They
participate in our weekly trail crew out of Camden, and are leading members of the Ducktrap’s knotweed
project. We are grateful for Gary sharing his expertise on our Ecological Inventory crew at new preserves. Greta
recently became trained through a collaboration with the Restorative Justice Project, to serve as a mentor to
youth while performing volunteer work on our preserves. Greta also serves as a Beech Hill Docent, welcoming
the public to our most popular preserve. More than the hours of service to the Land Trust and their willingness
to serve in many capacities, their positive and supportive demeanor greatly enhances each project they work on.
They are super supporters of land conservation and claim their dedication is inspired by the sense of community
within our Land Trust. We thank all past and future volunteers for continuing to inspire each other, and an
especially big thanks to the Gulezians for all you continue to do!

Conservation Project Highlights
Head of Tide Preserve Permaculture Project
In collaboration with Belfast Transition and other project
partners including Belfast Bay Watershed Coalition, the
Belfast Garden Club and Habitat Belfast, the Land Trust is
supporting the agricultural potential of this Preserve through
the hands-on practice of permaculture.
Long Cove Headwaters Preserve, Whitten Tract, Searsport
1-acre donation from Bertwell and Hope Whitten adds a nice
section of woods to the existing 455-acre Preserve.
Meadow Brook Preserve, Bessey Tract, Swanville
160-acre purchase along Meadow Brook Preserve protects
critical wetland habitat and will provide opportunities for
recreation and wildlife observation.
Ragged Mountain Preserve, Twitchell Tract #2, Rockport
7.6-acre purchase adds additional forestland
to the Ragged Mountain Preserve and provides
options and flexibility for future trail expansion.

Simonton Quarry Preserve,
The Nature Conservancy Transfer, Rockport
19.45 acre donation transferred from The Nature
Conservancy protects historic quarries, a section of the Goose
River, and significant riparian wetlands.
Wolfe-Cunning Trail Easement,
McLellan-Poor Preserve, Northport
A trail easement donation providing improved trail access
to the growing McLellan-Poor Preserve, situated along the
Belfast/Northport town line near the Little River reservoirs.

TOTAL SUPPORT
& REVENUE
EXPENSES:
Program Services:

Outreach
Stewardship

$66,921.00

$68,178.00

$1,257.00

$158,664.00

$175,152.00

$16,488.00

$81,700.00

$107,598.00

$25,898.00

Supporting Services:
General Administrative
Fundraising

$116,208.00

$125,597.00

$9,389.00

$767,652.00

$1,000,228.00

$232,576.00

Change in Value of
Split-Interest Agreements

$21,822.00

$13,848.00

-$7,974.00

Net Realized & Unrealized
Gain on Investments

$227,680.00

$166,238.00

-$61,442.00

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

$495,280.00

$222,463.00

-$272,817.00

$4,880,344.00

$5,102,807.00

$222,463.00

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET ASSETS:

NET ASSETS AT END
OF FISCAL YEAR

NOTE: When the Land Trust acquires land for conservation, it places permanent restrictions
(‘impairments’) on it that restrict almost all forms of development. When we report the
value of the land we own, the Land Trust must account for the difference in value between
the land’s purchase price and its market value with the restrictions in place. This reduction
in value is called the ‘impairment reduction.’ From year to year, depending on the number
and size of completed conservation projects, the difference in impairment reductions has a
significant effect on total expenses.

SOURCES
SOURCES OF OPERATING FUNDS
Individuals & Businesses: 71.03%
Grants: 22.71%

At the end of the fiscal year, the Land Trust had conserved
a total of 9,743 acres of mountains, farms, forests and
wetlands that feature 35 miles of public trails and 40 miles of
bay, lake and river frontage.

Ragged Mountain Preserve, Little Ragged
Ledges Tract, Rockport
42-acre purchase of an important parcel for
the integrity of the Ragged Mountain Preserve
and future development of the Round the
Mountain trail system.
Simonton Quarry Preserve,
Maine Farmland Trust Transfer, Rockport
6.2 acre donation transferred by Maine
Farmland Trust to the Land Trust adds acreage
to the existing Simonton Quarry Preserve and
protects a scenic and productive sugarbush.

Net Assets Released
from Restrictions

In-kind Support: 1.88%
Fundraising Events & Product Sales: 1.16%
Beech Hill Blueberries: 2.84%
Miscellaneous Income: 0.38%

PROGRAM EXPENSES
Land Acquisition: 13.26%
Impairment Reductions: 39.1%
Outreach: 6.82%
Stewardship: 17.51%
Little Ragged Ledges Tract,
as seen from Bald Mountain

General Administrative: 10.76%
Fundraising: 12.56%

STEWARDSHIP

Special Thanks to…
n Susan Alexander, our recording secretary and office assistant n Sam
Appleton, mowing Beech Hill n Hans Bengtsson, led a Compass
Workshop at Beech Hill n Amy Campbell, Master Gardener for her
Pollinator Walk n Carol Chen, pro bono legal work n Mary Ellen Decato,
donating handmade blueberry soap n Hildy Ellis for a Fern Walk at
Head of Tide Preserve n Amy Faunce, our volunteer coordinator n Chef
Frank Giglio for Cooking & Fermenting with Blueberries Workshop n
Amy Hand of the Camden Public Library, led Blueberry Story Hour at
Beech Nut n Ron Harrell provided a bird survey at Long Cove
Headwaters Preserve n Ron Joseph provided a breeding bird survey
n Gary Lawless, Artist in Residence at Beech Hill
n Kathy Murray for leading an insect safari at Fernalds Neck Preserve
n Roger Rittmaster, Naturalist walks each month n Tim Sullivan
donated a photograph of the aurora borealis at Beech Hill n Brian
Willson donated photographs for a bird survey and the Appeal
Envelope n Dudley Zopp, Artist in Residence at Beech Hill

ADOPT-A-TRAIL SPONSORS
Bald Mountain Preserve: Camden Real Estate; the Montgomery Family
n Beech Hill Preserve: Micki Colquhoun, Realtor; the Jochnick Family;
Waterfront Restaurant n Ducktrap River Preserve: In memory of Richard
C. Hennemuth n Fernalds Nick Preserve: Sid & Elizabeth Eudy; Walter
Kurchack & Stacy Thomas n Harkness Preserve Trail: Camden National
Bank; In honor of Leon Gorman n Hodson Preserve: In honor of
Richmond Smith
IN KIND BUSINESS DONORS
Swan’s Way n Camden Printing
ANNUAL MEETING PRESENTERS
Courtney Collins n Cathy Morgan n Joe Slocum n Brian Willson
n Elizabeth Wolfe n Denis Wang & Karen Wittman

McLellan-Poor Preserve
Bridge and Trail Construction

BEECH HILL PRESERVE EVENTS
Susan Alexander n Lynn Bannister n Hans Bengtsson n Carolyn Bergen
n Dave & Melissa Bronder n Tom Campbell n Courtney Collins n Barb
Cross n Scott Dickerson n Aleta McKeage n Amy Faunce n Brendan
Farley n Landis Gabel n Phil Gaudet n Greta Gulezian n Jane Hardy
n Carol Harrell n Dave Jackson n Matt & Bonnie Janicki n Dan Johnson
n Heidi Karod n Betty & Paul Killoran n Kristen Lindquist n Steve
McAllister n Joan Merriam n Bob Olfenbuttel n Jay Pendleton n Leecia
Price n Roger Rittmaster n Nick Ruffin n Ellen Skoczenski n Deidra
Sousa n Barbara Spalding n Stewart Family n Jamie Weeks n Malcolm
White n Brian Willson
OFFICE SUPPORT
Susan Alexander n Nan Borton n Amy Faunce n Jane Hardy n Caroll
Harrell n Lucy Hayward n Trudi Hennemuth n Mary Keller n Betty
Killoran n Joan Merriam n Leecia Price n Diana Rigg n Deidre Sousa
n Karen Vellekamp
PASSY RAIL TRAIL COMMITTEE
Courtney Collins n Roger Lee n Lyndsey Lewis n Chris Lobley
n Nora McGrath n Sean Ociepka n Manley Rogers n Mickey Sirota
n Joe Slocum n Chris Urick n Sue Wood

I

n a concerted effort to increase public access and recreation
opportunities on the McLellan-Poor Preserve in Northport,
a much-needed bridge was built and trails enhanced this
past July.
Elisabeth Wolfe, Michael Cunning, and members of their
family generously volunteered to do the heavy lifting:
transporting materials into the woods and constructing the 20-ft
bridge. It is very sturdy and should last for many years, enabling
visitors to cross the stream that intersects the trail not far from
the trailhead. From there, the trail winds through ravines, crosses

a brook, and explores beautiful forested uplands before looping
back towards the trailhead on Herrick Road. The trail was
designed and built by Land Trust volunteers in June. Many
thanks to the Wolfe/Cunning family for their donation of the
trail easement that made this possible and the many other
volunteers who have helped make this wonderful place so easily
accessible.
Join us at the McLellan-Poor Preserve for our official trail
opening on November 21 at 9:00 am to celebrate and explore this
amazing place!

STEWARDSHIP FIELD WORK
Peter Barlow n Hans Bengtsson n David Bond n Dave & Melissa Bronder
Helen Burlingame n Roy Call n Chloe Chunn n Alex Cunningham
n Ken Donaghue n Landis Gabel n Phil Gaudet n Greta Gulezian
n Ron Harrell n Dan Johnson n Arlene Kellman n Larry Litchfield
n Richard MacIntyre n Aleta McKeage n Dick Merrick n Bob Offenbuttel n Skip Pendleton n Roger Rittmaster & Family n Allie Smith
n David Thanhauser n Denis Wang n Malcolm White n Janet Williams
n

TAKE-A-HIKE SPONSORS
LandVest n Maine Sport Outfitters

Our Wish List

Cordless power tools n hand-sledge n small refrigerator for the office
n office reception seating n dolly n farm truck n hatchet

Coastal Mountains Land Trust
101 Mount Battie Street, Camden ME 04843, 207-236-7091,
www.coastalmountains.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, James A. Krosschell
Vice President, Thomas R. Moore
Treasurer, Bradley J. Hennemuth
Secretary, Lys McLaughlin Pike
Roy J. Call, Courtney Collins, E.
Daniel Johnson, Roger S.
Rittmaster, Nicholas C. Ruffin,
Darby C. Urey

STAFF
Ian Stewart, Executive Director
Kathy Young, Development Director
Jackie Stratton, Stewardship Project
Manager
Alden Mead, Stewardship Project
Manager
Scott Dickerson, Lands Acquisition
Coordinator

Editor: Kathy Young; Designer: Miroslaw Jurek; Printer: Camden Printing.
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Stewardship
Project
Manager:
Alden Mead

Expanding Habitat
at Beech Hill

B

eech Hill Preserve is mostly forested with 30 acres of
organic blueberries and 50 acres of mixed grassland
and scrub-shrub habitat. Open fields and scrub-shrub
habitat, of high value for wildlife, is regionally the fastest
declining habitat type, as more and more land is either being
developed or allowed to revert to forest through lack of
stewardship. The Land Trust’s ongoing stewardship of the
fields and surrounding forest is essential to maintain healthy
habitat for the birds, pollinators, and other creatures that call
Beech Hill home.
Thanks to a grant from the Wilson Charitable Trust, the
Land Trust is able to strengthen and extend a management
plan to specifically maintain the critical scrub-shrub habitat
and grasslands, including annual field mowing, bush-hogging
(a bush hog is a type of rotary mower with blades that are
not rigidly attached like a lawnmower blade and makes
a rougher cut) and other organic efforts to manage the
blueberry barrens. These management efforts support a
broad range of species, including field specialists such as Field
and Savannah Sparrows, American Kestrel, and Northern
Harrier, a breeding population of American Woodcock, over
20 species of warbler, and one of the most concentrated
populations of the Eastern Towhee in the state. In addition
to managing habitat, we will install a series of bluebird boxes
in recognition of Kristen Lindquist’s service to the Land Trust
and passion for birding.

T

his fall, Alden Mead joined our Land Trust staff as Stewardship Project Manager. While he and Jackie Stratton
will work in collaboration on many projects, Alden will
be focusing his efforts in the northern part of the Land Trust’s
service region including the towns of Belfast, Northport,
Stockton Springs, and Searsport, to name a few.
From a young age, Alden has enjoyed exploring, both in
his back yard and around the world, and has always been
driven by his curiosity about the natural world. He grew up
in the small rural town of Marlborough, New Hampshire
on Frost Hill, a place that has been in his family for many
generations. One of his favorite places to explore is MacMahan Island in Georgetown, Maine, where he has spent part
of every summer since he can remember. After graduating
from the University of New Hampshire with a degree in Environmental Conservation and Sustainability last year, Alden
joined the Land Trust as our summer intern. In his eyes, this
was the perfect opportunity to practice what he had learned
in school in a place that he loved - midcoast Maine. Alden’s
hard work ethic, great attitude and strong stewardship skills
impressed us so much, we were thrilled to hire him full-time
from a competitive field of applicants.

FALL & WINTER EVENTS CALENDAR
St Clair Preserve Opening
October 24, 10:00 am
Join Land Trust staff for a paddle or a hike on the exceptionally
scenic Knight Pond in Northport. RSVP at 236-7091.
Artfull Gifts
Point Lookout, Northport, November 20 - 21
The 7th Annual ArtFull Gifts Fine Craft, Fine Art & Gourmet
Food Show offers gifts created by 50 premier Maine artists,
artisans and fine local food purveyors.
McLellan-Poor Trail Opening
November 21, 9:00 am
Join us to celebrate the opening of a new trail in Belfast/
Northport. We will meeet for the guided walk at the McLellanPoor Preserve on Herrick Road at the Belfast/Northport town
line. Call for RSVP and directions.
30:30 Plunge for Conservation (part of Camden
Winterfest)
January 30, 2016 at 2:30 pm
Help us kick-off our 30th anniversary new membership drive
and brave the elements to celebrate the joy of being outdoors!
For a $30 membership donation, brave the elements to
celebrate the joy of being outdoors!
Great Maine Outdoor Weekend: Winter Fun
Passy Rail Trail, Belfast
February 13, 2016

Beech Hill
Poems
Gary Lawless, Poet in Residence this summer at Beech Hill
Preserve as part of Arts on the Hill, started a notebook for
guests of the Preserve to share their impressions in poetry. Two
notebooks were filled over the summer. Here is a sampling:

As I crested the hill
at the top of the mountain
the only thing on my mind
was a single word
Beautiful
the wildflowers lit by sunlight
the birds warbling their joy
the sea stretching all around
a gentle summer breeze
........
wind, stone, flowers, earth
the wind tickles my skin;
a small reward for a short climb.
the stone provides a strong seat
for my weary bones; shade from
the noon-day sun.
the flowers dazzle my eyes, a
dance of color to keep me awake;
the earth gives direction to
my path, leads me to new views;
provides me with meaning
........
Oh how amazing and perfect a place can be
where the grass is so tall
the berries so small
a place of wonder to us all
........
In the ongoing motion
Of stress and of time
The peace of the valleys
And the waters so kind
The flower is plentiful
And the children at play
Time seems to stop here
Every day.
........
Chasing butterflies, jumping off rocks
Admiring boats and islands
This is our family hike
And even with the whining of a 4-year old
We are at peace.

Aurora Borealis captured this summer at Beech Hill by Tim Sullivan.

Conservation Photographers
We would love increase our image library with donated photographs. We will credit all photographers when
we use them in publications or on our website. If you are interested in assignments, even better! Please call
Ian Stewart if you are interested in volunteering to photograph for the Land Trust.

Handcrafted
Kayak
Handmade quality 18ft
cedar kayak with paddle
and car carrier. It is a glue
strip construction and was a
labor of love for three years.
A gorgeous work of art,
it is in excellent condition.
Donated by a land trust
supporter. $4,000, or better
offer. Available for viewing.

We permanently conserve land to benefit the natural and
human communities of western Penobscot Bay.
Serving the communities of Rockport, Camden, Hope, Lincolnville, Northport,
Belmont, Belfast, Morrill, Waldo, Swanville, Brooks, Knox,
Searsport, Stockton Springs, and Prospect.
Please visit us at: www.coastalmountains.org. We’re also on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/coastalmountainslt

