Conserving Meadow Brook
New Acquisitions Protect the Main Tributary to Hurds Pond
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his summer the Land Trust added two new
properties in Swanville to the Meadow Brook
Preserve and protected a third property
with a conservation easement. These three projects
total 107 acres and oﬀer an ecological complement
to the Hurds Pond Focus Area, bringing the size of
the Meadow Brook Preserve to 444 acres. Hurds
Pond is undeveloped and has important bird
habitat, including the wetlands and the brook that
feeds it. Meadow Brook Preserve also borders a
State wildlife management area. The new additions
contain State-designated high value inland wading
bird and wildlife habitat, expanding protection of a
pristine wetland system, deer wintering areas, and
inland wading bird habitat.
There is an opportunity now to expand
sustainable public use of Hurds Pond and Meadow
Brook Preserve. We have plans to extend the existing
Hauk-Fry Trail, which begins on Oak Hill Road,
across the brook to Swan Lake Avenue. The twomile trail will traverse mature forest and visit scenic
open wetlands, creating a new visitor experience.
These acquisitions were made possible due
to the continued support of David Thanhauser.
He donated one property and a conservation
easement on a second parcel, while facilitating
the purchase of the third property. Additionally,
the purchase received generous support from the
Margaret Jacobs Charitable Trust and the Leaves of

Grass Foundation. The Land Trust is working on
conserving the rest of the Hurds Pond Focus Area
to ensure that this remarkable resource is protected
forever.
When the Land Trust identiﬁes a focus area
after extensive conservation planning, the area
receives dedicated and priority attention. We
currently have three active focus areas: Mt Tuck in
Stockton Springs, Hurds Pond in Swanville, and
Bald & Ragged Mountains in Camden, Rockport,
and Hope.
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LEADERSHIP

Still Teaching and Learning
Dan Johnson, Board Vice President
I read in the local paper that Coastal
Mountains Land Trust needed
volunteers shortly after I retired in 2010
as a high school Social Studies teacher in
Florida and returned home to Maine. On
my ﬁrst day as a volunteer, I carried an
8"x 8" 14' timber over a mile up Ragged
Mountain to help build a bridge. That
was the beginning of my love for the
organization.
As part of the Wednesday work
crew, we met every week all year long,
and I thoroughly enjoyed the people I
worked alongside as we did rewarding
and interesting work. In 2014 I was
honored to be asked to serve on the Board
of Directors. I was elected Treasurer a
few years later and then elevated to Vice
President this August. Over these ten
years, I have become passionate about
the wild lands in our communities and
the opportunity to conserve them for
future generations. Serving on the Board

Reflections from the Field
Ryan O’Neill, Seasonal Stewardship Assistant
While growing up in central Maine,
it was evident to Ryan that land
conservation had not yet become a
priority. Since his childhood, land trusts
have become more active and special
areas have been protected through
community support. Studying Parks and
Forest Resources at Unity College led
him to fully appreciate land conservation
and the opportunity to live and work
in a region with wonderfully accessible
natural resources.
His summer highlights include
removing the Ducktrap River Bridge
when he worked alongside a volunteer
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who helped build it nearly ﬁfteen years
ago. Another was the blueberry harvest:
prepping ﬁelds, brainstorming safety
protocols, and connecting with visitors.
He said it was exciting to be a part of the
community connection, local produce,
and safe outdoor spaces in pandemic
times.
This fall he will be involved with
boundary blazing, easement monitoring,
and new trail construction. There is no
better therapy than being immersed in
the forest, he says.
Thank you, Ryan.

gives me the chance to help determine
the direction of the Land Trust and to
investigate new prospects.
As a retired teacher I feel it
is important to offer educational
opportunities to young people that will
hopefully spark the same passion in
them that I have for the land. Open space
and wildlife habitat will become even
more important to our quality of life.
The Land Trust is now developing
a strategy for partnering with schools.
I would like to investigate what the
community would like from us. Mostly
however, I want us to be good stewards
of the land, to keep it open to the public,
and give people places to ﬁnd peace and
enjoyment.

Dan Johnson

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Blueberries for All!
This summer we broke with tradition
for our 18th annual free pick at Beech
Hill Preserve. In years past, we harvested
blueberries for commercial sale and
oﬀered the public just one day to pick
blueberries, where 500+ people have
attended over six hours. This year, we
opened our organic blueberry fields
for two weeks of free picks to the
community. Following State guidelines,

there were never more than 40 people
picking at one time but altogether, over
1,500 people came up the hill to enjoy
a magical respite from their worries,
to sit in the August sunshine, and turn
their ﬁngers purple. It was truly a Maine
wild blueberry extravaganza! Pandemic
safety procedures included online
registration, hand-washing stations at
check-in, ﬁeld markers to ensure social

distancing, and the willingness of all to
wear face masks. Some left the hill with a
cup of berries, most with a quart or two,
while a few serious pickers hunkered
down and went home with ﬁve or more
pounds! We were thrilled to see family,
friends, and people from far away enjoy
the magic of Beech Hill and our berries.

Growing More Naturalists
Encouraging youth to study the
landscapes we conserve has become
a priority for the Land Trust. This
summer Maine Conservation Corps
Environmental Steward Matt Bonner
has created a self-guided naturalist
training program that offers young
enthusiasts an enriching experience
through ‘assignments’ related to species
identiﬁcation, mapping and navigation,
as well as understanding preserve
stewardship. Those who complete the
program will be encouraged to pursue
further natural history study and
volunteer with our stewardship team.
Want to get started? Download the
free Naturalist Guide from our website
(coastalmountains.org) or call our oﬃce
at 207-236-7091 to have one sent to you.

Another of Matt’s projects involves
iNaturalist. The Land Trust is inviting
members and the public to independently
learn about and use iNaturalist, a
smartphone app, to identify ﬂora and
fauna on Land Trust properties. For
those who want to get started, we have
created an iNaturalist page on the Land
Trust website: coastalmountains.org/
get-outside. After a brief tutorial, users
can begin recording observations
whenever they visit a preserve. Their
images are automatically uploaded,
along with their exact location, to our
iNaturalist project pages. As more people
share what they observe, this platform
will provide us a comprehensive
inventory of the plants and animals that
can be found on our preserves.
Thank you, Matt.

Coastal Mountains Land Trust | FALL 2020

Screenshot of our iNaturalist page.

DEVELOPMENT

Meeting the Challenge
You did it! Mile by mile. From July 1 through the end of
September, we reached 15,000+ miles and matched the
generosity of our sponsors, who contributed $15,000 for trail
stewardship. COVID-19 changed our plans for the Summer
Trails Challenge but at its core, this is already a virtual event.
We know that in these challenging times, you turned to the
trails. Our trails and preserves were busier than ever and we
are glad that we can oﬀer our land as a respite in this diﬃcult
time. Thanks to our sponsors: Maine Community Foundation,
Onion Foundation, Lyman-Morse at Wayfarer Marine, Gartley
& Dorsky Engineering & Surveying, Viking Lumber, Bank of
America, Front Street Shipyard, and Strout & Payson.

Memorial Bench Preserves Loving Memories

“Growing up on the St. George Peninsula, I spent many hours
exploring Beech Hill and thought it was one of the most
beautiful spots in the world. As I grew, I vowed that if I ever
decided to marry, Beech Hill would be the place where I would
propose. The years passed and 28 years ago, I did just that. I
don’t know whether she was impressed with me, or the view,
but she said yes. As the sun rose on our wedding day, Kim
and I climbed hand in hand to the top of that hill and planted
a small wild rose bush. We planted it in the protection of the
old stone circle in front of the stone hut known as Beech Nut.
Over the years, we returned to visit family. We always held
our breath as we climbed the hill, sometimes with our family
in tow. We felt that if the rosebush survived the elements and

mowers, then we would survive any hardship. The rose bush
ﬂourished for a quarter of a century and ﬁlled the entire stone
circle. Now, we have a granite bench on the top of Beech Hill
with an image of ﬁve rose buds on a wild rose bush. These
represent Kim, me, and our three children. We have travelled
the world together and I still think Beech Hill is one of the most
beautiful places on earth. We have been blessed and want to
share this bench with other people on their journey...rest awhile
and enjoy the view.” — Jeﬀerson Panton
Memorial benches are available at scenic outlooks on many of our
preserves; call 236-7091 for details.
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2 0 2 0 AWA R D R E C O G N I T I O N
Lifetime Achievement Award:
Steve McAllister
For the past 30
years, Steve has
served the Land
Trust in many
roles including
Board member
(1990–2003), Board
president (1995–
2002), stewardship
volunteer,
committee member, and advisor. As
President, Steve facilitated our critical
transition from a volunteer group to an
organization run by staﬀ with
volunteer Board governance. He led
the Ducktrap River Watershed
Coalition and fostered a commitment
to permanent land conservation that
continues today. After he left the
Board, Steve continued to volunteer as
a steward for both the Harkness
Preserve and remote sections of the
Ducktrap River Preserve until 2019,
when he moved to Brunswick.

scenic harbor and ensures that the
community can continue to enjoy
Beauchamp Point through the
beautiful mature forest that lines the
road as it passes through this new
preserve.

Connecting Community & Nature Award:
McNEMBA and TRoMM
This award honors the individual or entity
that has demonstrated the highest level of
commitment to engaging the people of our
community with the outdoors and the lands
protected by the Land Trust.

Midcoast Chapter of the New
England Mountain Bike Association
(McNEMBA)

Tom Jackson
Presented in honor of our ﬁrst Board
Chairman, William J. Zwartjes, for
individual volunteers who have demonstrated
extraordinary service.

Rockport Shore Preserve

In January, the Land Trust received an
anonymous donation of 9.6 forested
acres on Rockport Harbor. This
extraordinary gift adds to the
permanent protection of Rockport’s
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Since 2015, the Trail Runners of
Midcoast Maine have been creating a
community for those who run on and
care for trails in the Midcoast. Most
days, TRoMM hosts open trail runs,
many of which occur on Land Trust
property. For more than ﬁve years,
“Monday Night Dirt” has been
exploring the Ragged Mountain
Preserve and “TGIF Morning Madness”
has been climbing Beech Hill at 5:30
am. TRoMM members participate
actively at volunteer trail work days
and sponsored the Mile 1 marker on
the Round the Mountain Trail.

Zwartjes Volunteer Award:

Chatfield Award Winner:
The Chatﬁeld Land Conservation Award, in
honor of Charles and Mary P. Chatﬁeld,
recognizes an individual or entity that
exempliﬁes the highest level of commitment to
the community with a gift of conservation land.

Trail Runners of Midcoast Maine
(TRoMM)

Since its founding in 2008, McNEMBA
has partnered with the Land Trust on
the construction, maintenance, and
promotion of a growing network of
mountain biking trails near the
Camden Snow Bowl. An all-volunteer
organization, McNEMBA demonstrates
a strong commitment to encouraging
people of all ages, especially children,
in the enjoyment of mountain bike
riding. McNEMBA members contribute
signiﬁcant volunteer trail stewardship
eﬀorts and sponsored a mile marker on
the Round the Mountain Trail.

Tom has been
enormously
generous with his
expertise and
equipment for
many years. He
has dedicated time at the Beech Hill
Preserve removing rocks from our
blueberry ﬁelds, planting a next
generation of spruce trees in the iconic
hilltop spruce grove, and improving
the steps and stone entrances to Beech
Nut. Lately, he has donated advice to
the Round the Mountain Trail and
Thorndike Brook Trailhead. And on
the fun side, Tom and his wife Hillary
drove a ﬂatbed trailer in the Christmas
by the Sea parade in Camden for the
past four years as we promoted the
Round the Mountain Trail and
campaign.

101 Mount Battie Street
Camden, ME 04843
207-236-7091
www.coastalmountains.org

Trails for Everyone
Improving Access to the Outdoors
Beech Hill Preserve, our most
popular preserve, just got
more accessible. Recently, the
trail from the parking lot to the
stone gates was improved to
be both wider and smoother,
opening access for individuals
who ﬁnd traditional singletrack trails hard to explore.
A Rockport resident with ALS, Mike, gets around in a
powered wheelchair and was excited about our work. Recently,
he and his wife went for an evening hike and picnic at the Beech
Nut to watch the sunset. “We went from Erickson Fields to
Beech Hill and had dinner” said Mike. “It was great to be out
on a trail. I used to do a lot of hiking (Appalachian trail in ‘78).
It’s something I miss. That the Land Trust is making accessible
trails is awesome.”
While we are aware that the trail improvements at Beech
Hill Preserve do not meet the American Disability Act (ADA)
criteria, they are a signiﬁcant improvement and give us incentive
to continue improving access for a wider audience. The Land
Trust built a quarter-mile section of ADA-compliant trail as
part of the Round the Mountain Trail at the Thorndike Brook
Trailhead in Hope.

Serving the communities of
Rockport, Camden, Hope, Lincolnville,
Northport, Belfast, Belmont, Morrill, Waldo,
Swanville, Brooks, Knox, Searsport,
Stockton Springs, and Prospect
BOARD
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

OF DIRECTORS
Judy Wallingford
E. Daniel Johnson
Darby C. Urey
Malcolm White

Roy J. Call, Courtney Collins,
Gianne Conard, H. Landis Gabel,
Thomas R. Moore, David D. Noble,
Lys McLaughlin Pike, Roger Rittmaster,
Nicholas C. Ruffin, David Thanhauser,
Elisabeth Wolfe
STAFF
Ian Stewart
Kathy Young
Polly Jones
Ryan Gates
Jack Shaida
Heather Rogers
Jackie Stratton

Executive Director
Development Director
Office Manager
Stewardship Project Manager
Conservation Project Manager
Land Protection Manager
RTM Project Manager

