
Clean water is essential to everything 
we do. It feeds our gardens, cleans our 

odies, uen hes our thirst, and fills our 
streams and ponds. Recent stories from around 
the country, whether from Flint, Michigan or the 
desert southwest, remind us that we should not, 
as we sometimes do in Maine, take plentiful and 
clean water for granted.
 This coming December, Coastal Mountains 
Land Trust has the opportunity to complete 
the first stage o  the ound the ountain 
Collaboration, a partnership to permanently 
conserve over 1,400 acres of wildlife habitat and 
open space for expanded recreation on Ragged 
Mountain. Beyond the wildlife and recreational 
values is the long-term impact that this project 
will have on the quality and quantity of water 
provided to the six 
municipalities served 
by the Maine Water 
Company. As a direct 
result of our agreement 
to purchase the Mirror 
Lake Conservation 

asement, the first 
of two proposed 
conservation easements, 
855 acres of watershed 
land that filters our ommunity drin ing water 
will remain undeveloped forever. Furthermore, 
Maine Water has committed to using the 
transa tion unds to ma e signifi ant in estments 
in the water utility infrastructure, as well as 
providing every customer a one-time dividend 
payment at the close of each easement purchase. 

Watershed Protection and Clean Water — 
Forever
Until 2010, the water from Mirror Lake and 
Grassy Pond was disinfected before delivery, 

ut did not re uire filtration to meet all drin ing 
water standards. The pristine water quality of 

irror a e allowed this filtration wai er e ause 
the ompany managed the land to a t as a filter. 
However, with changing regulations, additional 
treatment was mandated and a mechanical 
filtration plant e ame operational in ugust, 
2010. Local communities grew nervous about the 
fate of the watershed, as restrictions limiting the 
development of the watershed were no longer 
required with the new treatment technology. 
Ownership of the company had also changed over 
the years, adding to the uncertainty.

      The conservation easement 
drafted by our Land Trust will 
remove this uncertainty by 
permanently protecting the 
watershed. As Maine Water 
President Rick Knowlton stated, 
“Clean water is less expensive 
to treat and we know the value 
for our customers of continued 
ownership and protection of the 

1,400 acres of land around Mirror and Grassy. 
The partnership with the Land Trust guarantees 
that this watershed will be protected forever and 
ensures the most e fi ient treatment osts going 
forward, regardless of changing regulations.”
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Protecting land for the community, forever.

Protecting our Community Water Supply
ound the Mountain Collaboration bene ts water uality, infrastructure, and customers

“The partnership with the 
Land Trust honors the vision of 
our forefathers, while ensuring 
continued service to customers, 
our communities, and the 
environment well into the 
future.” — Judy Wallingford

Continued on p. 2

June 17, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Hike on Ragged Mountain Preserve, Camden

June 21, Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 pm Arts on the Hill The Galloways (music trio) at Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport

July 15, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Hike on McLellan-Poor Preserve, Northport

July 29, Saturday, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Arts on the Hill Shakespeare performance at Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport

August 5, Saturday, 10:00 am – noon Coastal Mountains  
Nature Program 

Common Maine Ferns Walk & Talk at St. Clair Preserve/Knight 
Pond, Northport

August 5, Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Family Event Blueberry Free-Pick at Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport

August 9, Wednesday, 11:30 am –  
12:30 pm

Family Event Blueberry Tales with Miss Amy from Camden Public Library at 
Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport

August 13, Sunday, 4:00 – 5:00 pm Arts on the Hill Poet Dave Morrison at Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport

August 19, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Paddle at Penobscot Shore Preserve, Prospect

September 2, Saturday, 10:00 am – noon Coastal Mountains  
Nature Program

Edible and Poisonous Mushrooms Walk & Talk; Location TBD

September 9, Saturday, 11:00 am –  
1:00 pm

Family Event Kites & Ice Cream on Beech Hill Preserve, Rockport.   
Free; registration required, 236-7091

September 9, Saturday, 5:00-7:00 pm Arts on the Hill Push Further Project (music trio) at Beech Hill Preserve,  
Rockport

September 15, Friday, 6:00-8:00 pm Family Event Star Party with Miss Amy from Camden Public Library at Beech 
Hill Preserve, Rockport. Free; registration required, 236-7091

September 16, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Paddle at St. Clair Preserve, Northport

September 22, Friday, 6:30 pm Family Event Our Mountain Voices: a community showcase at the Camden 
Opera House

September 30, Saturday, 10:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Photography Walk on Bald Mountain Preserve, Camden

September 30, Saturday, 10:00 am – noon Coastal Mountains  
Nature Program

Mosses of the Ragged Mountain Preserve Walk & Talk on the 
Kuller Trail, Camden Snow Bowl

October 14, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Hike and Picnic at Hurds Pond, Northport

November 4, Saturday, 10:00 am – noon Coastal Mountains  
Nature Program

Geology Walk & Talk on Ragged Mountain Preserve starting at   
Camden Snow Bowl

November 18, Saturday, 9:00 am – noon Hike the Guide Hike at Long Cove Preserve, Searsport
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Join us on Instagram! Share your photos at 
www.instagram.com/coastal_mountains_land_trust/
Join us on Instagram! Share your photos at 
www.instagram.com/coastal_mountains_land_trust/

Our Mountain Voices
Celebrating Land Conservation through 
Stories, Song, and Art
September 22 – Camden Opera House

Please join us for a community celebration of 
Ragged Mountain at this variety concert-style event. 
Beginning at 6:30 pm, a number of local ‘celebrities’ 
will be performing and sharing stories about their 
love for Ragged Mountain. This is the public launch 

STEWARDSHIP

New McLellan-Poor Preserve 
Trailhead Open on Route 1
This spring the Land Trust has prepared a new trailhead 

and trail at the McLellan-Poor Preserve. Volunteers 
installed signs, created a new trail, and built a parking area 
for four cars off Route 1, creating a second entrance to this 
popular preserve in Northport. The work crew has also 
done additional projects to improve the preserve including 
building bridges, blazing trails, and constructing a kiosk. 
A special thanks to the 
Belfast Water District 
for allowing us to use 
part of its land for the 
trail. Keep an eye out 
for the new preserve 
sign and an invitation 
to celebrate the opening 
of the new trail this 
summer! 

Summer must be here — 
the interns have arrived!

Signe Lynch
For the second year, we have been 

awarded an internship position 
funded by Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust. Signe is an Environmental 

Studies major at Bates College.

Max Pushaw
Returning to his role as Beech Hill 

Blueberry Farm Intern, Max will 
be going to Unity College in the 

fall to major in Parks and Resource 
Management.

Shelley 
Spanswick  
A graduate of Unity College, 
majoring in Wildlife Biology, 
Shelley is the Communications and 
Development Intern, a new position 
this year. 

 Beech Hill Bee Club

Local beekeeper Holly Edwards will be managing a 
group of volunteers responsible for three honey bee 

hives at Beech Hill Preserve. The honey bees will ensure 
good pollination of our organic blueberries and provide 
the opportunity for education about the role of pollinators. 
Special thanks to Camden for Community Club members 
who decorated and prepared the hand-made hives which 
are now at the preserve. Stay tuned for more buzz about 
this project. 

Penobscot Shore Preserve 
On March 29, Coastal Mountains Land Trust established 

the Penobscot Shore Preserve on Bowden Point Road 
in Prospect. The preserve — two different land parcels, 16 
and 31 acres — hosts forested wildlife habitat and 1,800 feet 
of shorefront along the Penobscot River. 
 In 2016, the property was gifted to Great Pond 
Mountain Conservation Trust (GPMCT) by Elizabeth 
Wemett through her will in honor of her aunt, Mary Lord. 
GPMCT’s service region in northwestern Hancock County 
extends south only to Bucksport, and the Penobscot River 
separates our service areas, so they contacted us to see if 
we would be interested in 
becoming the long-term 
stewards of this land. 
 We will establish a 
hiking trail on the 31-acre 
parcel which will meander 
along old roads, through 
mixed forest, and down to 
the water’s edge. A water-
access-only canoe/kayak 
landing for paddlers 
exploring the Penobscot 
River is a possibility in 
the future as well. We are thrilled to be able to offer hiking, 
paddling, fishing, and hunting opportunities at this new 
preserve at the northern edge of our service area.

of our Round the Mountain Campaign to conserve 
1,400 acres of land and build a nine-mile Round 
the Mountain Trail on Ragged. There will be music, 
poetry, art, photography, and film. For $25 you will get 
the chance to hear Gordon Bok, Jon Fishman (of Phish) 
with the Route 17 Ramblers, and Anneli Skaar, among 
others. Tickets go on sale August 1. 

Penobscot River

For more information on our Hike-the-Guide, Arts on the Hill, and Nature Program, see our website:  
www.coastalmountains.org

101 Mount Battie Street
Camden, ME 04843

207-236-7091
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ANNUAL REPORT FY 2016 –2017

Award nominees for 
2017 Annual Meeting
Zwartjes Volunteer Award

John Scholz & Meg Barclay for their generosity and 
pro essional e pertise designing the o ce at 101 Mt. Battie 
Street, overseeing the rehabilitation of Beech Nut Historic 
District, and for support of the Bald and Ragged Mountains 

conservation e ort over the last three decades.

This award was established to honor outstanding individuals who have 
contributed extraordinary volunteer service.

Chatfield Conservation Award 

Town of Camden for donation of two tracts of land on 
Ragged Mountain Preserve totaling 63 acres that provide a 

vital corridor or the uture Round the Mountain Trail.

This award honors the individual or entity exemplifying the highest 
level of commitment to the community with a gift of conservation land.

 

 

 

 

 

Land 
Protection* 

60% 
Stewardship 

16% 

Fundraising 
11% 

Community 
Engagement 

7% 

General 
Administration 

6% 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

* Land Protection is the combined cost of acquisition activity and the 
assessment of “land impairment,” which is the value of the permanent 
conservation restrictions placed on the land. 

31st Annual Meeting  
Volunteer ecognition vening 

June 27 
5:30 pm at the ockport oat Club 
RSVP to info@coastalmountains.org 

or call 236-7091

Open house at Beech Nut on New Year’s Day 
celebrated the final interior renovation including a 

slate floor and candle chandelier. A crowd of  200+ 
enjoyed hot chocolate and the fire!

LAND PROTECTION

Funding for Infrastructure Upgrades and Customer Benefit
Maine Water’s Camden & Rockland Division has over 150 miles of 
water pipes in the ground, with some dating back to the late 1800’s. 
It has a systematic program to replace aging infrastructure to ensure 
continued system reliability, prudent use of the water resources, public 
fire prote tion, and water uality or its ustomers. s part o  the 
approvals needed for the transaction with the Land Trust, Maine Water 
has committed to reinvest 
half of the proceeds from 
the easement sales into 
replacing aging water 
pipes. “There is no better 
use of these funds than 
reinvesting in our water 
system. his enefits 
customers through a 
proactive replacement 
program, instead of 
the costlier repair 
due to an emergency 
failure. Further, our 
in rastru ture repla ement program is riti al to our e fi ient use o  
Mirror Lake and Grassy Pond and to our long-term stewardship of 
these natural resources.” Knowlton said. The project will also support 
the ongoing lea  dete tion program whi h, in 2 , ound and fi ed 
leaks in the water distribution system that reduced the amount of water 
withdrawn from Mirror Lake by 50 million gallons when compared to 
2015, while still delivering the same amount of water to its customers. 
 The Maine Public Utilities Commission’s approval of the 
partnership with the and rust also onfirmed that aine ater will 
refund half of the net proceeds to local customers through a one-time 
payment discount on all water bills following each of the two easement 
pur hases. hese re unds will egin in 2  and the first year re unds 
are estimated to lower all water bills by approximately 5%.
 Land conservation works best when it impacts the daily lives of 
the people in our community. The Round the Mountain Collaboration 
promises to do this by protecting the scenic backdrop to our community, 
securing over 20 miles of trails, and by ensuring clean water for the 
future. Maine Water is proud to have cared for Mirror Lake as a primary 
water source for Rockland, Camden, Rockport, Thomaston, Owls Head 
and Warren since 1892. The Land Trust is excited to be the stewards 
of these easements for the next century and beyond. “The partnership 
with the Land Trust honors the vision of our forefathers, while ensuring 
continued service to customers, our communities and the environment 
well into the future,” said recently retired Maine Water president Judy 
Wallingford.

Maine Water Company facilities on the shore of 
Mirror Lake

Community Water Supply (continued from page 1)

Letter from 
the Director
See you on the trail  
This spring, my family adopted a black 
lab mix rescue puppy named Fern. I 
didn t appre iate, when we first got 
her, just how much an animal would 
transform my life, get me outside more 
often, and help me appreciate, once 
again, how many amazing local trails 
there are, starting in the Land Trust’s 
backyard.
 Since she arrived, Fern and I have 
walked the section of the Camden 

i erwal  rail ehind my o fi e ea h 
day at lunchtime. In the 14 years I’ve 
worked at the Land Trust, I don’t think 
I had walked this trail more than three 
times. Along this short section of the 
Megunticook River, Fern and I have met 
anglers, smelled ho le ush owers, 
listened to 
woodpeckers, 
and generally 
enjoyed the 
chance to slow 
down and get 
to know one 
another. This is 
what trails are for. They bring us back to 
earth, connect us with the place we live, 
and give us a chance to be with people 
we care about.
 This spring, our staff put together 
the first e er omprehensi e guide to 
the trails on our preserves. I invite you 
to take the time to get outdoors and 
explore the more than 40 miles of trails 
that we’ve created. We’ve even started a 
special program called Hike-the-Guide 
as an incentive to get you out exploring. 
No need to get a new puppy!

HIGHLIGHTS FY 2016 –2017

Protecting land for the community, forever.

 

 

 

 

 

Individuals & 
Businesses 

62% 

Grants 
7% 

Beech Hill 
Blueberries 

5% 

Events, In-
Kind & Misc. 

3% 

Memorial & 
Planned Gifts 

5% 

Endowment 
Income 

18% 

OPERATING INCOME 

So many people got involved last year – 
over 1000 attended 21 events!

Coastal Mountains Nature Programs 
led by board member Roger 

Rittmaster provided an expanded 
series of  natural history walks 

and talks throughout our service 
region. Photo shows geologist Steve 

Norton at Lincolnville Beach.

The Belfast Rail Trail earned instant 
popularity as one of  the best places 
to take a walk, jog, or stroll in the 
greater midcoast area as soon as it 
was opened in 2016.

Round the Mountain Collaboration launch — June 2016 
— announcing the first $1 million raised towards $4.2 
million goal needed to conserve 1,400 acres of  Ragged 
Mountain and to build the 9-mile Round the Mountain 
Trail. Press conference at Maine Water Company (left 
to right) with Judy Wallingford, Maine Water CEO; 
Tim Glidden, Maine Coast Heritage Trust CEO; US 
Representative Chellie Pingree; and Ian Stewart. 

Sassafras Stomp played for a Beech Hill contra dance 
as part of  our third Arts on the Hill summer program. 
Other performances included Voice of  Twenty and Bay 
Chamber Suzuki players.

Blueberry Tales story hour on Beech Hill with Miss 
Amy of  the Camden Public Library.

Serving the communities of
Rockport, Camden, Hope, Lincolnville, Northport, Belfast, 

Belmont, Morrill, Waldo, Swanville, Brooks, Knox, Searsport, 
Stockton Springs, and Prospect

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, James A. Krosschell

Vice President, Thomas R. Moore
Treasurer, E. Daniel Johnson

Secretary, Lys McLaughlin Pike
Roy J. Call, Courtney Collins, 

Valerie Foster, David D. Noble, 
Roger S. Rittmaster, Nicholas C. Ruffin, 

Darby C. Urey, Malcolm White

STAFF
Ian Stewart, Executive Director

Kathy Young, Development Director
Polly Jones, Office Manager

Jackie Stratton, Stewardship Project Manager
Hale Morrell, Stewardship Project Manager

John Gioia, Land Protection Coordinator

www.coastalmountains.org

Numbers listed above are unaudited. Complete audited financial 
reports will be available online by our annual meeting in late June.

Wayne Ruesswick dressed up for the Polar 
Plunge on February 4, joining 30+ others in 
Camden Harbor and helping to raise $5,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

Round the Mountain
Collaboration $916,869

Beech Hill $72,307

Hurds Pond $85,761

Community Outreach
$8,000

Endowment Gifts $35,739

CAMPAIGN INCOME 

Total = $1,118,676 




